KEY AREA 3: TRANSFORMING TEACHING LEARNING PROCESS
UNIT: CREATIVE AND JOYFUL LEARNING
MODULE NAME: Creating joyful environment for learning
About the module
The heart and minds of children and young adults are wide open to the wonders of learning and the fascinating complexities of life. The school has to provide for all these experiences. However, these experiences of “going to school” destroy children’s spirit to learn, their sense of wonder, their curiosity about the world, and their willingness to care for the human condition.
After finding an ‘extraordinary sameness’ in our schools, Goodlad (1984) wrote “Boredom is a disease of epidemic proportions. Why our schools are not place of joy?” (p 242). As educators, we have the responsibility to educate and inspire the whole child- mind, heart and soul and put more joy into student’s experience of going to school and get more joy out of working inside one. It is rightly said that joyful learning can flourish in school- if you give joy a chance.
As teachers, we always wanted to create joy in the classroom as it facilitates more learning and certainly fast learning. The challenge is:
· How do we create joyful learning in the classroom?
· How do we infect our students with enthusiasm?
· How do we bring fun and joy in the classroom?
What happens inside a classroom has a deep and lasting effect on the mindset that children develop towards lifelong learning. A teacher affects eternity and one can never tell when his influence stops. 

Title

Creative and Joyful Environment for Teaching Learning 

Learning Objectives

After going through the module, the learner will be able to 
· Create interest among the learners towards learning
· Involve them for more participation
· Create such situation for independent expression
· Pay special attention to the learning materials used in classrooms
· Bring out their innate potentials in learning 

Keywords

Creativity, Joyful and Experiential Learning, Involvement, Expression, Independence 

Introduction
Here are some specific ways we can put research into practice and promote joyful learning opportunities. Revamp your classroom to appeal to your students. Creating an inviting classroom where students feel happy and comfortable will help in lowering feelings of stress and increase positive attitudes about learning (http://www.kidsdiscover.com). This could be felt among the students of Lum Primary School where we could see the joy in their eyes with each and every task they are assigned to do or are involved in. This was possible because teachers themselves were enjoying doing the activity with interest and enthusiasm. Anybody who is engaged in the task of teaching should understand that “If a child can’t learn the way I teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn.” This is what joyful learning is all about. 
Core Content
Experiential learning is a well known model in education. It is an immersive, participant focused active approach to learning that engages learners. It is effectively used in schools and other areas of educational leaning. This concept of experiential learning was first explored by John Dewey, Kurt Hahn, Kurt Lewin and Jean Piaget, among others: it was made popular by David A Kolb.
It combines direct experience with focused reflection and requires active involvement in meaning construction. Also encourages collaboration and exchange of ideas and perspectives. It can be course focused or in-class, community focused or work focused. The basic model of experiential leaning cycle is “do reflect decide” Kolb’s defines experiential learning as “the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience. Knowledge results from combination of grasping and transforming experience.” 
 	If we want students to be charged with enthusiasm, if we want them to see school and learning as joyful, we need to rethink how and what we teach. Let them enjoy learning as they enjoy games. Try to find ways to increase laughter in the classroom. 
Joy captures the thrill of true meaning- the curiosity, the passion, the collaboration, the connection, the effort, the fun, the pride, the sharing. Joyful learning speaks to both the learning process, where there is considerable evidence that a focus on techniques that we would describe as joyful is far more effective and to an outcome that we believe should be valued highly: joy. This means, engaging empowering and playful learning of meaningful content in a loving and supportive community. Through the joyful learning process a student is always improving knowledge of self and the world. We recognize, however, that joy is experienced individually and that context matters a great deal. We also recognize that experts in the field might use slightly different descriptors. For example, Manoj might describe it as “passion, play and purpose” while Krishna might focus on meaningful engagement”.  What is more important to us is that we are having the conversation that we value joy in the learning process and as a life outcome.


Examples are:
1. An organized Tug of War at Majitar Secondary School (http://youtu.be/eewl_htNttw)  between the two houses as a house competition as well as joyful learning. Other activities like hanger balance, concept of big and small, tapara (leaf plate) making by group of students along with the teacher, colouring activity by LKG students of Majhitar SS has been included. 
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2. A classroom transaction is being done by Mr. Mingma Sherpa with smaller children at Lum Primary School (https://youtu.be/a3ExNrMCiCw) with low cost materials on a joyful manner. Concept of mathematics on long and short, tall and short, big and small, LCM utilizing number chart, fun with numbers, play with toys, repetition practice, messaging a CWSN child and experiencing by learners which is improving his bodily postures is a part of joyful learning. 
3. Concept of inside and outside, one by one, one by two, one by four, and continued till one by eight while transacting the lesson.
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             Teaching the concept of In & Out using objects of daily use
4. The concept of waste management by the children as a part of joyful learning and the art of making paper caps from single piece of paper of Lingchom Secondary School Students (https://youtu.be/hYG8_3CAEnA) in West Sikkim. Langang Secondary School https://youtu.be/qQWGS2xwKU8) made awareness through learning environmental values through play. It has a greater impact to nearby villagers also. 
	As far as the joyful learning is concerned, Lum Primary School North Sikkim has done wonderful work utilizing low cost materials. The activity is concerned for the collaborating and participating by the learners through joyful learning. Learners are actively participated and teachers facilitated them like a facilitator. Real learning took place where Children with Special Needs (CWSN) children also participated which made the activity inclusive. The teacher of the school let the students decide the topic they want to study and also let the students create things. The teachers have tied to make the walls of their classroom speak. With the advent of technology in the field of education, the school has focused on bringing a systematic change towards a model of holistic learning that is experiential and liked to the real life situation. They try to find students the situations that help students incorporate what they have learned in their daily lives. 
As it is a fact that fresh air, sunny days and trees can do miracles for human spirit. No matter what the age, taking our students outside to reinvigorate and rejuvenate their learning is one of the best ways of making learning joyful. And Lum School tries everything to use this basic concept for making learning enjoyable.
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The school is located in remotest corner of North Sikkim and there is no road connectivity but then the teachers are collaborating and participating in the activities which are concerned with teaching and learning by utilizing “best out of waste” materials. Despite the busy schedule of the teachers, they are preparing and facilitating learners for creating joyful and active learning environment in classroom situations. Even many of the materials are purchased by the teachers only and giving this opportunity to poorest of the poor children of Lum village which comprises of Lepcha community. As a part of School Managing Committee (SMC), they also actively participated for helping the school in all aspects. For example, preparing of mid day meal shed (MDM), terracing of field for vegetable garden in school area by giving their free service. 
[image: C:\Users\S\Desktop\Sikkim ko kura .jpg]






















The above extract has been taken from Sikkim Express News Daily Dated 24th May 2020 explains that the concept of earlier history of Sikkim and how money was coined in those days. Therefore, here as a part of learning learners along with the teachers find out the information from different sources as a part of active and joyful learning.
Reflective Questions
1. What was my best moment today and how can I have more results like it?
2. What was my most challenging moment and why? How will I respond to it next time?
3. Were my students excited to be in class really? If not, what can I do to change this?
4. How was my mood with others today and how can I improve it?
5. How well did I communicate with others today and how can I do this even better?
6. In what ways did my students surprise me most today?
7. What were the biggest obstacles to improve my practice and how will I overcome them?
8. What did I do today for myself and why is this important?

http:// www.wabisabilearning.com
Activity
1.  (
WOODEN WASTES
)  Lots of waste from broken furniture, doors and window panes are generated in the school. Suggest various items that could be made from such wastes. 


 (
2
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3
) (
4
) (
1
)


2. How will you make your teaching learning joyful and participatory?
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Note: As per the availability of the following- food grains, cereals, pulses, stone chips, beads, thread, rotten leaves etc to complete the activity which is meaningful and innovative. 
Let us sum up
As far as the joyful and active learning is concerned, the activities of different school have been included in the form of youtube and some photographs. The children are actively participated in different activities so that they enjoy and learn something from different way of dealing. Many of the teachers they work hard and satisfy the children with their activities to come out with certain learning outcomes. 
In the module, the concept of entertaining the children house wise activities conducted and has the maximum participation and collaboration among the students and they enjoy as well as learning differently. Paper waste has been utilizing in such a manner to have wonderful items from single sheet of paper as a part of joyful and active learning by a group of students guided by the teachers. 
According to different classroom situations made by a remotest corner of North Sikkim, mathematics teacher made the classroom inclusive, joyful, meaningful and active participation by the learners to understand the concept of mathematics in a very short span of time. To create such environment in such places is very difficult but it is possible by the attitude of resourceful teachers. 
Finally, the points which we have cited above are related to creating joyful and  active learning environment in schools are supported by the facts which includes videos, photographs provided by the school authorities and teachers. 
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Assessment
1. Joy captures through 
a) Curiosity
b) Crying
c) Weeping
d) All the above
2. Collaboration needs the following
a) A student
b) Teacher and a Student
c) Group of teachers and students
d) None of the above
3. Activities of the children requires 
a) Attention 
b) Concentration
c) Resources
d) All of the above
4. Meaningful classroom depends on
a) Resourceful teacher
b) Textbook
c) White/Black board
d) Attendance of the students
5. Which of the following historical facts makes the learning joyful? 
a) Story of Rajas
b) Story of money
c) Story of culture
d) Story of agriculture
Additional reading 
1. Edb.gov.hk, 
2. Wikimapia.org
3. Amazon.ca
4. IODBookstore.org
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Please note that whatever suggestions has been given to us, we have already gone through and rectified wherever necessary. 
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What is Sikkim History all about?

SHITAL
PRADIIN

HimAAYAN

REVIEW

My interest on Sikdkims past
makes me feel. there are
VALTOUS VACAT! spaces vel to
be filled. Whes I was going
through different pieces of
paper on Sikkinrhistory. I teel
we know very lifile about our
Sikkim. Time las conre; the
account of Sikkim history
should be reworked from its
primary period, though we
know that we have inadequate
resotrces with us.

I am sure to capture the
early davs of Sikkim (from
tliat era where we find the first
settlements 1o this land) in
2020 151171 45 235y as 1f seens,
but we can give an attempt.
Asastudent of Sikkim History
1 feel it is not within -our
perimeter {0 come up withthe
entire scens rom the beginning
till aow at once but we can
create a roon for our comimg
generations 1o carry forward
thpse works we shall {eave for
them.

Today we liold
responsible lowards onr
atteestors (hereby 1 aim not
falking abowr Rishley. Das.
Ray nd others, 1 believe our
Ipcal people (well. there are
couple) could had come wilh
exact and more prominent
accownts of our past) [or not
recording their times of vore
and who knows the future age
grohps interested i learning
about Sikkim shall act ihe
same lowardsus il we too fail
o put aside what little we
kuow about our Sikkim,

T ant sorry 10 say bui 1
personally discoverad many
events of our pasl nussing
from the pages of Sikkim
history. Just ta say that we
kuow little on the subject of
Sikkim’s prime is more af a
layman exeuses. Ifefforts are

10 be taken 1 believe we can
make most of 1t. Until now.
we had looked back Sikiims
earliest yecord as dating back
1o 9th century when Gurn
Padmashamblhava had lis
nivsterions Might fo Tibet via
Sildkeim. Welllet’s notmiake ot
prume mueh of a folk rales, we
had the evidence of the
findings of the Nevlithic tools
from the state which says (hat
the ¢arligst men Were present
i Sikkim prier to 10,000 BC
and [ believe that is much
before Guru
Padmasharnbhava’s visil, But
after that what happened aborut
those tools 15 litile kngwn,
Those tools are the valued
assets of the Government of
kkim and it should be
Lronght back to where i1
belongs. How often we conre
across in news about such
prized diggings. But are we
really concerned abontit?

Anather mstance,
discovery of a muwali maize
fossil i 1950s from Sikkm
hias placed Sikkim as the
secondary origin of maize:
also takes our sxistence
towards 5,000 ro 10.000 BC.
Honly we dare to ind out our
prime past we have ample
chances thal we can trace onr
ongins, but if we wish too. s
the bigqnestion? Toadd more
on these findings how do we
fit the result of the fossil rock
ol algae discovered usar
Namehi to the present
seenario, Isn’t the land of
Sikkammueh older than we had
everassumed?

Our so-called history savs
the generation of Khaye
Bhumsa was predicted tomle
the mountainous region of
Sl bt it is strange i1 took
300 years of wail. what
happened 1o those nussing

years? How nany of us have
knowledge on the then
Sikkimese Lepeha population
sharing refiige at Antao Hills
of Nepal after the death of
their Lepcha Prune Minister
durmg Cliogyal's nmelive. We
never knew who that Lepclia
aman was that hielped Joshep
Dalton Hooker identify with
the names of the loras he
gathered from the Hinalavan
belt of Sikkim. The list seens
long. ... whatdognments does

IIEBITIIEE
& LITERATUE,

o state holds on 8. Mahinda
Thero, a Tibetan Buddhist
from Sikkim who is regarded
as @ nationwide hero in Sri
Lanla for spreading Sinhalese
literature dnring freedomn
movermenl in that iy Island.
A mountam featired af the
revenue stamps of Sikkam sines
its first issue ias not changed
it is a record!! How about
Siklim Rockennail
Expemment (1935) that made
Sikiim the first conntry to
have world's firs) pareel matl
dispateh over fhe river. Most
of the books written about (he
early Sikkim is reférred from
1884  published H.H.
Rishley's “Gazetiger of
Sikhim”, say ita mother of all
Sikkim based book. The book
s ne doubt very neatly

written amd very informative
bt canwe put it as the final
outpnf of our listory!

From a small Himalayan
Kingdoni to 4 22ud state i fhe
mighty Indian Union, (he
stamyp sized stare of Sikkim
had witness many wajor
trausformations. Muely like
Tolklore, the history of sarly
Sikdeim 15 divided between the
Faets and the uncertainty
Sikkinm (s mystemons, very
vich m legends and yet we by
never presented ourselves in
the scientific ways, We never
iried to colleet the exact data
of those nimnerous folklore
{lsar bad been pari of every
man’s life simee ages.

Defining the exact lime of
events - ilose of pottery
pieces foimd arouid the felds
of Daramdin and stones of the
Great Flood at Mt Tendong
could possibly put the state
of Stkkim on the world map in
a diffevent dimension The
foot prints  found al
Clungrliang have develaped a
sart of controversy over the
two scholarly wen of the
bygone centuries. Thete are
wirxed believers that those foot
unpression belong to either
Guru Rumpoche or Guri
Nanak! These are jusi few
outlines from the stnngs of
lzgend tharare assoctatad with
otr Siklin.

Frommy lifleknowledge,
Thavetried [o classify Sikkin
into three part viz... early.
middle and modern period just
1o ease oul my research work.
The primary phase or the ealy
days of Sikkim starts from the
tune this mountamons land
was created till the episode of
Kabi, where the Blooil
Brotherhood Treaty 15 said to
had happened. This phase
shall look for the folks and

legends associated with
Sikkuy and try (o give a proper
explanationto i

To some extent we can say
thiat Silkim was re-born at

Kabi: we do have certain
infonuation i Sequence on
Sikkim’s political. socio=
enltura! environment afrer
that. Due to this T Alled up
my middle age of Silddim from
Kalt Brotherhood Treaty
towards 1950 when Sikkim
agreed 1o be the Protaclorate
of India. [ helieve the seed of
the statehood was very well-
weiften m 1950 and the year
1973 wlien Sikkim merged inio
mighty Indian Union was jnst
a formality. The peniod from
1950 till now is my modern
period of Siklam history.

My only nsimution abaut
recalling the muportance of
nnderstanding Sikkim is justa
mere fact that we believe in
age old etnieity and words of
scholars buf the veal truth
remains the fact (hat our
fiire generations needs to be
explained the miystic forces of
time wnmemorial that build up
our Sikiim, from the days of
so called earlies! life of the
first men i this land to the
three century old Namgyal
Dymnasty and further lowards
the nuaking of the Sikkan hat
we live=iu foday.

History ol a place seems
mecomplete without proper
doenmentation. let we say: we
haveald photographs related
to Sildkim at onr honses can
we not share  those
immemorial freasiives. The
history of Sikkim is not
confined within you and me;
it is more of onrs, for our
ComIng generalions.

(Email:
liimalavanreview(@gmail com)





image9.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




